THE SOHO SCOOP
News and Views from Soho Parish

Headline
As the term has progressed, pupils and staff have enjoyed the more 'normal' school
day. While we are still not mixing more than two classes, and do not hold full school
assemblies (these are still online), the children are enjoying their lunches in the dining hall
and a more sociable classroom set up.
We are currently appointing Arts Councillors, School Councillors,
Eco Warriors and RE Ambassadors, so there are opportunities for
all children to play a key part in our school community.
A recent round of observations by the Senior Leadership Team
and Robyn, our English Lead, have left us delighted with the children's enthusiasm for
writing and their diligent approach to classwork. Teachers are keeping learning fun, while
maintaining high expectations for all children.
This Scoop is packed with information, so please do take five minutes with a cup of tea to
become fully informed and the envy of the WhatsApp group!
Bank holiday change
In 2022, there will be an extra bank holiday to celebrate the Queen's
Platinum Jubilee. The usual May bank holiday will be moved to
Thursday 2nd June and the additional bank holiday will take place on
Friday 3rd June.
As both these dates are within the school half term holiday, schools
have
been asked to schedule an extra day's holiday. We have chosen to take this holiday on
Monday June 6th, followed by two rescheduled training days (school closed to children) on
Tuesday and Wednesday 7th and 8th June. This means families can take an extended
holiday in the summer half term, if wished. The amended term dates have been attached to
the email.
Today's first online parent workshop run by the charity Mind, who are working in partnership
with us on our mental health support offer, was well received. If you missed it you can watch
the recording here. Details of future workshops are on the attached leaflet and in the 'dates
for your diary' section.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYEaXMyUkudA9b_p1MjADPLOemJNhNPY/view?usp=sha
ring

Absence Procedure:
A reminder that, as per our Attendance Policy, if a child is
absent for more than three days, parents/carers must
provide the school with a GP note explaining the absence.
We will also request medical evidence eg. a GP letter, medical appointment card or label
from prescription medication for each absence if a pupil has frequent absences, or where
attendance is 90% or below.
As always, we will work with parents where their child has frequent absence, referring to
the school nursing service as necessary.
The school will refer children whose attendance is 90% or below (‘persistent absentees’) to
the Local Authority.
Covid Procedure
There are no changes to our procedure for children with covid symptoms. Any adult or
child showing symptoms of covid must take a PCR test (not a ‘home’ lateral flow / antigen
test) and receive a negative result before returning to school. Please see attached letter
for full information regarding the symptoms of concern and advice for ‘close contacts’.
School Lunches
A reminder that
payment for school
meals are required in
advance and the cost
for this term is
£87.50. We have a
number of outstanding payments that amount to £3,000 already. We pride ourselves on
having our own ‘in house’ Chef Amy who provides our children with freshly made,
nutritious meals every day. We need to pay for all the fresh food upfront and we need the
payments from everyone to keep us afloat. The catering runs on a non-profit basis (in fact
we need to fundraise to cover all the costs) but we feel it is a vital resource for all our
children and something we are very proud of at Soho Parish.
If you think you may be eligible for Free School Meals and/or are experiencing any kind of
financial difficulty please come and talk to us in the office and we will be happy to help.
You can make a payment on Parentmail or by cash, cheque or card in the office.

Diary Dates
Friday 22nd October – Last day of term
Sunday 31st October – St James’ Church Triumph of Delights festival
https://sjp.churchsuite.com/events/0llo1zos
Monday 1st November – First day of term
Tuesday 2nd November – Harvest Festival
Children are welcome to bring in donations with them to St James’ – please see the foodbank
needs attached to the email
Monday 8th November, 5pm – Christmas light switch on event
Thursday 11th November, 10am – Behaviour workshop (Click the link to join)
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85723342127

W/C Monday 15th October – Friendship week
Wednesday 15th December – Christmas lunch
Friday 17th December – Last day of term
Alexander Haswell, Educational and Child psychologist (Westminster and Kensington &
Chelsea Educational Psychology Consultation Service) and Mayowa will be hosting a Q+A
for parents of children at Soho Parish over video on
Tuesday 23rd November at 9:30.
This is a chance for you to ask any questions or share
any concerns you have about your child / children
(sleep, behaviour, learning, etc). Please use the Zoom
invite to virtually come along and join us at this
workshop!

https://zoom.us/j/94162575093?pwd=YU1wQVVvUDhrSG44UGowUFlZS2ZoQT09
Meeting ID: 941 6257 5093
Passcode: wd3Ues
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After two years of pandemic cancellations, the planning for the 2022 Food Feast has begun!
Please email sohofoodfeast@sohoparish.co.uk if you are able to help with any of the
following:
-

Making contact with local restaurants who are able to support
Website updating
Social media
Arranging sponsorship packages
Music and entertainment
Marketing

