THE SOHO SCOOP
News and Views from Soho Parish

Headline
What a wonderful month we’ve had at Soho Parish. The children have achieved very well in
their assessments this term in English and Maths. Across the school there has been a large
increase in the number of pupils attaining the expectation for their age, which
demonstrates the superb progress across the school since Summer 2021, when the effects
of the pandemic could clearly be seen. The children and teachers must be congratulated
for their excellent, ongoing efforts.
In addition to their progress in English and Maths, the children have enjoyed a full
curriculum and most recently an inspiring Art Week. The energy in the school was palpable
as the children experimented with sketching, modelling, crafts, painting, collage and a
variety of other media to create art works inspired by their
visits to the National Gallery. I would like to say a special
thank you to Hannah and the Arts Council, who created
the plan for the week, and to the staff who really went the
extra mile to provide a cornucopia of artistic experience
and skills. It was also lovely to welcome parents back into
the building to view the exhibition – a big thank you to
those who were able to visit.
The half term leading up to Easter is one of my favourites, as the promise of longer days
and sunshine brings lots more opportunities for physical activity and outdoor learning. I am
delighted that Year 4 will be going on their residential visit to Dalesdown, and afterwards
Year 6 to Sayers Croft. After two years without a residential, excitement is running high!
Term dates
This is just a reminder that term dates were altered at the start of the year to reflect the
Queen’s Jubilee weekend. These are available on the website, and attached.
Parent governor
We are currently recruiting a parent governor. The role of the governing body is always a
crucial one to schools, but in these challenging times, it is even more important to have
governors committed to the cause of education in Soho. We have a good range of skills
within the governing body, including legal, financial, marketing and HR, but would ideally
like to recruit someone knowledgeable about the local area. All
applicants are welcome, though, as the first and most important thing
about this role is that it must be done by a parent at Soho Parish! See
attached letter and information.

Diary Dates
Monday 21st February – Back to school
14th-18th March – Year 6 Residential (Sayers Croft)
14th-18th March – Assessment Week
WC 28th February – Book Week
Wednesday 2nd March – Dress up day
Friday 1st April – Last day of term
Tuesday 19th April – First day of term
18th-20th May – Year 4 Residential (Dalesdown)
18th and 19th June – Soho Food Feast
The next Soho Parish Sunday at St Anne's
Church will be on Sunday 6th March at
11am. All children are invited, with their
families, to share in this service at which
the school choir will again be singing. The service lasts an hour and is followed by
refreshments and is adapted on these 'Soho Parish Sundays' to be particularly inclusive of
children and those who might not go to church regularly. Everyone is invited and welcome
at St Anne's.

For free events during half term, click here.

2020 should have seen us mark our 10th year
Anniversary however, for obvious reasons it was
not to be. We are pleased to announce that the
Soho Food Feast will return after a two-year break
and will endeavour to be bigger and better than ever.
Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased by clicking here. We are hoping this year’s
will be the most successful yet. The profits from this fabulous venture help to sustain our
school. Soho Parish families are entitled to subsidised tickets
(With Children 16 and under going free if accompanied by an
adult). This year we are offering 2x subsidised tickets per
family (costing £5 plus booking fee each instead of the
general public cost of £15). To redeem this offer, please
enter the code 2022family2022 at the checkout. This code is only to be used by Soho
Parish families, so please do not share this code. Please book the tickets in your own name
as the list will be cross referenced to ensure only adults on our system have purchased
tickets using the discount code.
If you sign up to volunteer for the
event (a 2hr slot) you will be able to
buy another two subsidised tickets. As
a volunteer you will also gain free
access on the day you volunteer, plus a
food token for your efforts. The volunteer sign up link will be available soon.

And more to be announced!

This year’s theme for Children’s Mental Health Week has been
‘Growing Together’. We have been encouraging children (and
adults) to consider how they have grown, and how they can help
others to grow.

Class One
To kick off the week in Class 1 we read The Colour Monster. In the story the monster is all
mixed up because he doesn't know how he feels until a little girl helps him to understand
his feeling by putting them into jars and assigning them colours. We created our own
feelings jars by filling six jars with coloured objects we found in the classroom and then we
used these to talk about what makes us feel happy, sad, angry, afraid, clam and
loved. Some of us then made our own jars and inside them drew pictures of what makes us
feel a certain way.
Class Two have spent each day manifesting positive thoughts, such as:

Class Three
During mental health week, class three discussed the growth that they have noticed in
themselves and in each other since September. We noticed that it came in many forms. We
constructed a 'growing together' wall to celebrate this; a wall we will keep adding to. We
also danced to some feel-good, confidence-building tunes during transitions.
Class 4 have created a growing together wall display in the form of a growing flower. We
spent time discussing the different elements of social and emotional well-being (selfmanagement, self-awareness, responsible decision making, relationship skills and social
awareness) and then we shared examples of when we had grown emotionally with the
support of our classmates. We wrote the scenarios on leaves and added them to our
flower’s stem. The more examples we shared, the more the plant grew, which creates a
great representation how we are growing together. It is our aim for the plant to grow as
high as our classroom clock by Friday!

Class Five have been thinking about
who we are when we are our ‘best
selves’: How do we feel, what do we
think and how do we act? We learnt
that our best versions of ourselves are
always within, even when times are
tough and we face difficulties.
Class 6 thoroughly enjoyed creating
their ‘Changing Shapes’ posters, which
as part of 2022’s Children’s Mental
Health Week theme of ‘Growing
Together’ depicted Past Growth and
Future Growth. It helped the class
explore their personal and whole class
growth as they looked at ways they
have grown in the past and imagined
how they would want to keep growing
in the future. This creative activity - using symbols, colours, patterns and words - allowed
the class to reflect how they are all growing and changing, individually and as a class, all the
time

