THE SOHO SCOOP
News and Views from Soho Parish

Headline
I write this headline from a slightly drizzly woodland where I’ve joined the Year 6 school
journey to Sayers Croft. After a busy morning tunnelling and climbing ropes, the children
are now creating natural art surrounded by trees and forest paths.
What a wonderful opportunity for our city children to enjoy a completely different
environment and experience.
Back at the ranch, I know the other classes have been busy completing assessments this
week, including a piece of writing inspired by some explosive potion making on the theme
of ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’.
What a varied life we live ‘in all its fullness’ at Soho Parish!
Diary Dates
Friday 1st April – Last day of term
Tuesday 19th April – First day of term
18th-20th May – Year 4 Residential (Dalesdown)
18th and 19th June – Soho Food Feast

The CYP team at CYMCA can offer free places for 40 children who are on free school meals
and live in the borough of
Camden.
It will run for 4 days 4-7th
April, 10am -1pm and lunch
will be provided by the
YMCA.
The link has gone live and is
ready for booking.
https://ymca.coordinate.cloud/project/28378

An update from…
Class 6 have been having a brilliant
time at Sayers Croft, which is a
beautiful outdoor learning activities
site in Surrey with 56 acres of
woodlands, meadows, ponds and
fields. After a fun coach drive to the
site bathed in sunshine, the class unpacked quickly in their
self-contained ‘Bramley’ chalet, had a fire drill and wolfed
down their lunch as it was time to start on a range of
activities – a blindfold trail, a complex maze and a range of orienteering activities (using
maps and compasses) to familiarise themselves with the site. It was great fun rushing
around the location with our friends. We were thrilled when we discovered a Tuck Shop
visit was set for the day followed by a film night, in preparation of our big next day.
Waking up to glorious sunrise, devouring our cooked
breakfasts, we set off for our hike to stunning Pitch Hill
extending our group orienteering skills, bumping into
Duke of Edinburgh Awards participants and taking in
the scenic view. Although thankfully it was a sunny day,
previous rainfall meant there were some deeply muddy
areas during the 5 hour to-and-there walk. We were
really grateful to be wearing wellies and waterproof
boots! Across the paddocks, we noticed flocks of sheep
and horses. Our instructors introduced species of trees
and showed us a ‘Prince Alfred Cake’ – fungus which is
common in
broadleaved woodland in Britain and most
often found on dead wood of beech, ash and
silver birch trees. The panoramic view from the
top of the hill was magnificent. After a relaxing
packed lunch on the hilltop, we gently made
our way back to base. We gulped down our
dinner in anticipation of the evening’s campfire,
where we told stories, sang a song, roasted
marshmallows and giggled uncontrollably.

Buckets of rain! Wellies! Woodland rope climbing, caving, built some shelters, we needed
them! Movie night, hot chocolate – yay!
Beautiful morning, huge breakfasts for all in preparation for Thursday’s Axe Throwing, a
range of Challenges, flint fire-lighting in the Roundhouse and a deep search for minibeasts,
as we have been constantly surrounded by opportunities to discover the natural world. We
will be very sad to leave Sayers Croft as it has been an incredible five days but we can’t wait
to see our families again.

In class 5, we brought Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes to life using stop motion. Please click
here to watch them.
Class 2 researched facts about bees, finding out as much information about them as
possible. Then we swapped facts with children in our class to try to get even more
information. After that, we planned what we were going to write and borrowed phrases we
discovered in non-fiction books.
Next, we drafted our first copy of our fact book about bees. We edited them with a partner
before finally presenting them!
In class 3, we themed our week around Roald
Dahl’s Matilda. Our first activity after reviewing
the story was to bake a chocolate cake in response
to the Bruce Bogtrotter and Trunchbull scene
(which we later ate in a similar way to Bruce!)
In groups, we created large comic strips of the
Matilda plot, complete with illustrations inspired
by Quentin Blake. We then created puppet
theatres which we performed on Friday afternoon
to other groups.

Class 4
In response to the book Matilda by Roald Dahl, Class 4
engaged in various group and individual creative projects,
including making comic strips, top trumps cards, painted
portraits, pop up card scenes and puppets to name a few!
Taking inspiration from the character Bruce Bogtrotter, we
made our own chocolate cake and wrote a poem using the
‘moreraps’ figurative writing techniques designed by
author Joseph Ceolho.
We also played dress up games, where the children had a
limited time to select appropriate clothing for a character from the book. Can you guess
who this character is?
Later in the week, we created a ‘tunnel installation’, where
we hung our creative projects underneath a maze of tables
and invited siblings and other children up crawl through to
experience our exploration into the world of Matilda, which
also included a trip to the chokey!
To round the week off, a group of children performed their
own play of Matilda, which involved some exciting audience
participation and several costume changes!

